ON THE CUTANEOUS LIGAMENTS op
LANGES. By Professor CLELAND, F.R.S,, Glag
© XVIL) |

I~ the Report of the Proceedings of the Britigh
its meeting at Dundee in 1867, I have stated that

- ments, hitherto undescribed, extend from the side
langes, near the phalangeal articulations, and gre’
the skin, helping to
i ey are adapted to oceups

 These ligaments are very constant structures; gy

seeing that they are obvious and strong, that t}
attracted attention. ~ Those -at the fir ;
tions of the fingers are exceedingly well developed
at the interphalangeal joint of the thumb ;" and an’
similar in kind, though less distinct, can be geen

ab
Joints of the fingers, and also in the '

~from the lateral ridge of the first phalanx in th,
168 jextent, some'of. them ‘within and some of ‘th
Sp of the: ligamentum vaginale binding down hi
s; and joining this band are a few fibres ¢o
- lateral inence of the base of the second ph
stroné/ﬁsz downwards, |
artery and nerve, and its fibres spread out somewhat g
- the skin, those on the palmar aspect turning over
middle line of the finger. Decussating behind this by
of smaller size, arising from the lateral ridge of
phalanx, and inclining upwards by the side of the fi
in its course to the integument, .
At the last joint of the finger the principal baj
upwards from the lateral prominence of the base o
phalanx, and is strengthened by fibres from the roug
~of the distal extremity of the phalanx, while oth,
. directly to the skin behind this band (Plate XVII
" The general result may be described ag being the
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us septum on each side of each finger, lying imme-

d the palmar digital branches of vessel and nerve. -
advantage of these ligaments appears to be to retain
places the parts of the integument at the backs of the
hmd each joint the character of the integument is
rom that on the phalanges, having thicker epithelium,
»thrown into permanent wrinkles on extension of the
des being entirely free from hairs. Each of these
\integument has within its limits ample provision for
of the jgint; and, indeed; the apparent redundancy of
n extension of the joint may be eonsidered as in
ure a consequence of its bemg stretehed in flexion..
;mbegument not retdined in position; as it is at the
e joints, this arrangement .cotlld not exist; for the
he second joint would displace the skin at the back
joint; and the flexion of that joint woiild in turn drag
the skin over the knuckles, in the same inartistic

the integument untisually loose and baggy.  But
ere is no. such displacement ; the skin over each

§ its ‘position aecurately, and is put on the stretch

rs'are bent: - :

ents in quesmon doubtless also prevent the mtegu-
ing to the sides of the joints in flexion. All the
‘in front of their attachments is made to remain in
em, however great the flexion of the joint, and has
0 be accommodated in the bend of the finger, while
c'of the joint the integument is stretched laterally as
gitudinally, and at the sides it is kept close to the
e ligamentous attachment. This provision against

D ‘omment folds of the skin in flexion is a very neces-
ent in securing the perfect contact of the phalanges
tshand is used as a cup or is more closely shut, while
tlon of integument on the flexor surface above and
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